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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to the Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  February 19, 2014

Stay in Love with God

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Statewide A Spirited Event
Rev. Cordell Sims, director of Jackson State University Wesley 
Foundation, prays with a young person during Statewide Wesley.   
<<See page 7 for story>>

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.

Black History Month 
Resources
February is Black History 
Month and United Methodists 
are taking time to reflect on 
race and religion.
The United Methodist Board 
of Discipleship has music and 
worship resources.Visit
• www.gbod.org/planning-
calendar/black-history-month
• http://www.interpreter-
magazine.org/interior.
asp?ptid=43&mid=14823
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Apprenticeship is a Core Value for us in the Mississippi Conference. An apprentice is a person who is learning a craft 
or a trade from a master. An apprentice learns through immersion in the life, story and work of the master. The lan-
guage of apprenticeship is simply a new way of talking about the age-old mission of the church to make and to become 
disciples, that is, students of Jesus Christ. In each edition of The Circuit Rider during 2014, the Board of Discipleship 
will be offering a segment called “How I Became of Disciple” as a means of living out our Core Values. We hope you 
enjoy learning from your brothers and sisters who are telling of their journey in discipleship as we all seek to apprentice 
ourselves to our Master.

Rev. Chris McAlilly, 
Chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship

February 19, 2014
My story is different. I became a Christian first, then a disciple.

Mom had a ‘nervous breakdown,’ and had a psychiatrist that actually told her, “You don’t need me, Louise, you need God.” That began 
our family privilege. Before this when church ‘was done,’ I went with and became active in my aunt and grandma’s church.

When we moved to Bay St. Louis, I continued in the church with Auntie Ann and Mom until a pastor said: “You ask too many questions.” 
That was the revised version! God had a sense of humor. When I first visited a Methodist church, the pastor actually said: “Honest 
questions are more religious than easy answers.”

Mrs. Shipp was my Sunday school teacher. It was she who convinced me that I could go to church with patched blue jeans. They were 
clean—just old. “Man looks on the outward appearance, God looks at the heart,” she quoted. She also picked me up for class.

Later, a girlfriend that wanted to know more about Methodists went with me to a youth camp at Percy Quinn Park. We went from place 
to place back then since we didn’t have our own camp. Bill McClelland was preaching from Isaiah 6, “Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for me?” I was among those who answered the altar call that evening. I’d been touched before, but now I became resolved.

After putting the ministry 28 out of 28 profession choices as a high school senior (I put ‘mother,’ ‘sanitation worker,’ ‘astronaut’ before 
ministry), I said to my friend Penny one afternoon, “I’m going to be a preacher.” “You’re not serious are you?” he asked. I said I was. 

“Your Mom told me she thought you were dealing with that,” he said. I didn’t know Mom was thinking that way—I wasn’t.

It was then that I begin the continuing process of being a disciple—one who cares about, and learns and wants to learn 
more about what being a Christian means. I have a whole lot more learning to do, but the ‘course’ is worth the effort.

Rev. Keith Tonkel, Senior Pastor
Wells United Methodist Church, Jackson, Mississippi

Matthew 5:38-48
New International Version (NIV)
Eye for Eye

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you 
on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as 
well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the 
one who wants to borrow from you.

Love for Enemies

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax col-
lectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

How I Became a Disciple

word POWER
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Mississippi United Methodist Missions Resources
It has been said that United Methodists in Mississippi are unaware of the various missions at work 
around the state. For this reason, there’s a big push to change that.

The team driving Missions In Mississippi maintains an active website featuring various missions by 
districts, conference, national and international. The site also contains all the details about the Missis-
sippi Annual Conference sponsored Missions Marketplace, an online auction that opens in May. The 
earnings from the auction are evenly divided among the designated beneficiaries of the eleven districts 
in the Mississippi Conference.

One of the latest additions to the site is the Missions In Mississippi booklet. It can be viewed or down-
loaded for sharing. The booklet, like the website, also serves an educational tool for all ages and even 
outlines the goals of the Missions In Mississippi. “The missions book is meant to be a guide. It encom-
passes our Core Values and channels them through the three areas of focus-hunger, health and chil-
dren. The conference mission team has simply organized what we already have proven over the years 
that we like to give with resources-prayer, teams, supplies, money,” said Lou Ann Staggs, Mississippi 
Conference Secretary for Global Ministries.

The website address is http://mississippiummissions.org.

For more information about Mississippi United Methodist Missions email Cheryl Farr, cheryl@mississippiummissions.org.

Connecting

“DISCOVERY”
A few days ago, past and present ordinands and fellow Bishop Swanson Official smalltravelers departed on a 
pilgrimage of discovery to the Holy Land. We were all excited about this journey for many and varied reasons. 
We left filled with expectations and like Christopher Columbus “sailing the ocean blue” in quest for a new route 
to India might have reported, “Well, we didn’t exactly find India, but there was this other land we came upon.” 
The point being we will return from the Holy Land with reports of discoveries that we did not anticipate bringing 
back.

Sometimes life is not as orderly as we would like it to be. The journey does not hold for us all that we or the 
guide predicts and often we do not get where we think we should go or what we are going after. Yet like Co-
lumbus, we come upon other treasures, exciting encounters, enriching experiences and promising discoveries. 
That’s serendipity-the gift for making happy, accidental discoveries while on other pursuits. History is replete 
with many examples of this happening. Major inventions have come about by scientists, technologists and oth-
ers tripping, faltering, fumbling and then detecting what happened in the process. The famous splash of acid on 
Alexander Graham Bell’s hands marks almost the exact moment when the telephone was invented. The clumsy spill of gum rubber and 
sulfur on a hot stove led almost instantly to Charles Goodrich’s understanding of how to vulcanize rubber.

So while we are in the Holy Land I ask those of you back home to be praying for us that we will experience other treasures, exciting 
encounters, enriching experiences, serendipitous moments and promising discoveries that we did not anticipate nor expect that will 
convince us that the POWER of the Holy Spirit is with us while we journey. Our prayer for you while we are visiting The Holy Land is:

“May you realize that you are also on a journey of discovery with the Holy Spirit as your guide. May you cultivate awareness-an acute 
sense that all around you God is at work in each and every moment, in each and every encounter and in each and every person you 
meet, inviting you to come alongside God and experience abundant life.

May you stretch the range of your eyes and ears by taking time to look and to listen. My prayer is that you will see that there is more 
beauty in Mississippi, in the United States and in this world that God created than there is despair. I pray you will be more attuned to 
good news rather than bad news and you will reflect on this: ‘God is for us; therefore, who can be against us?’

Let us enjoy not only the planned parts of our journeys but the serendipitous discoveries along the way. In the name of Jesus I pray. 
Amen!”

See you when we come back to continue our journey with you here in Mississippi!

Blessings,

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.
Resident Bishop Mississippi Area of The United Methodist Church 
bishop@mississippi-umc.org

Bishop’s Journal
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MS Conference Cost for Background Checks Increase
Churches who use the Mississippi Conference provider, Trak-1 Technologies, to conduct their background 
checks can expect to pay a little more for this service.  The cost is increasing 42 cents for one of the screening 
packages bringing the total to $9.42.

Track 1 Technologies informed the Mississippi Conference that the raise was due to cost of living increase. 
This is a first-time hike in nearly 10 years.

The conference and Trak-1 are working together to provide thorough, low-cost background checks to every 
church and church-related agency within the Mississippi Annual Conference. 

For as low as $9.42 per person, the church will have the accessibility to run a multi-state criminal and sexual 
offender search; plus a social security trace which will verify the person’s identity. For an increased package 
price, a motor vehicles check can also be tracked to inform the church of the driving record of those transporting persons within a con-
gregation and community. 

Visit the Mississippi Conference website for more information. (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/887)

The New UMC.org is Here
Official United Methodist Website Redesigned for Easy Use

The people of The United Methodist Church have a newly redesigned digital home, 
UMC.org. The denomination’s website not only has a fresh look, it’s also more 
functional.

United Methodist Communications partnered with Paramore, the digital agency to 
design and implement a site focused on ease of use. With improved search capa-
bilities and better organization, finding information and staying informed is simpler 
than ever. It’s also more visual, mobile-friendly and easier to connect with others 
through our social channels.

UMC.org is the official online ministry of The United Methodist Church. Since its 
inception in 1995, the website has served to connect visitors, members, local 
churches, conferences and agencies with one another and with the larger world. 
The site is a portal for audiences to learn more about any part of the church, as well 
as a platform to share news and information about our mission and ministries all 
over the world. More than 350,000 people visit UMC.org each month.

The brand new UMC.org will continue to provide up-to-date news from around the globe, including exclusive stories, thought-provoking 
commentaries and award-winning photos. However, visitors will find more resources and a stronger focus on improving their spiritual 
lives. Visitors can also learn about all things United Methodist: our history, beliefs, missions, structure and happenings in churches 
around the world.

United Methodist Communications (http://www.umcom.org/) invites everyone to visit the site with a virtual web warming party to 
celebrate the launch and to pass the invitation along to other. A virtual media kit (http://www.umc.org/resources/share-the-new-umc.
org) provides resources that make it easy for you to share, including articles for the church bulletin and social media posts to help 
spread the new.

Faith Leaders Arrested in Immigration Pray-In
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

United Methodist faith leaders, including two bishops, undocumented 
immigrants and labor leaders, were arrested on Feb. 17, Presidents Day, 
as they knelt and prayed for President Obama to stop deportations that 
are separating families across the globe. To read more on this story, visit 
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-d.c.-pray-in-
for-immigration-reform. To view video of the arrest, go to http://www.
youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=y4CS-EYONz0.

Photo right: Photo by Jay Mallin, UMNS. Police arrest Bishop Minerva 
Carcaño after a prayer vigil at the White House in support of progress 
on immigration reform and an end to deportations. Washington, DC, on 
Feb. 17.



5

Register for Administry Training          
The Mississippi Annual Conference treasurer’s office is offering another oppor-
tunity for people to attend  the Conference Council of Finance & Administration’s 
Administry training program. The East Jackson District has approved the train-
ing session at Forest United Methodist Church on March 29. Check-in begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and training will start shortly after 9:00. The cost of the training is 
$60.00 which covers lunch, snacks and all training materials. The training will be 
over by 4:30 p.m.   

This financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen 
the administrative and financial abilities of the local church treasurer, financial 
secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. 
Successful completion of the training session and assignments will result in a 
Mississippi Conference recognized church “administer.”

To register for the training, go to http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-local-church-administry-training-spring-session-
tickets-4306436668.

IRS Notification Regulations Applies to All Organizations with an EIN          
The IRS has a new regulation that requires any organization with an employer identification number (EIN) 
to notify the IRS when the “responsible party” changes. This became effective January 1, 2014 and orga-
nizations have 60 days to comply. The form for this is IRS Form 8822-B. 

The General Council on Finance and Administration (www.gcfa.org) has detailed guidance for churches. 
This form will be available on the Mississippi Conference website along with links to the IRS form and 
instructions.

Here are the basics of this new requirement:

1. Every organization with an EIN must comply with the new requirement. You should file this form if the 
responsible party has changed since January 1.

2. By looking at the last filed 941, W-3 or 1096, you will find who signed the form. That is your current responsible party. If that person 
has changed or the church desires to change the responsible party, file the form making that election. Then going forward when the 
person in this role changes, a new form must be filed in 60 days.

3. WHO SHOULD BE THE NEW RESPONSIBLE PARTY? Our General Council on Finance & Administration recommends that the 
treasurers of local churches serve as the responsible party. While I would concur with this recommendation, other leaders may share 
some responsibilities of leadership for internal control purposes. Other candidates might be the local church business administrator, the 
chair of finance or the trustee chair. I strongly recommend against pastors serving in this role, especially given our itinerant system.

4. WILL SERVING AS THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OPEN A PERSON TO TAX LIABILITIES OR PENALTIES? Not necessarily. Penal-
ties are determined by the control over or entitlement to the assets of the organization. The responsible party without control or entitle-
ment is simply the person designated to receive communications and contact the IRS on behalf of the organization.

5. Form 8822-B is a simple form and should not cause a great deal of anxiety. 

6. Following are some instruction hints that may be very helpful.
• Check the box at the top of the form for “tax-exempt organizations.”
• Check box #1. If your church has also changed locations or business addresses since last filing your Form 941 or 1099/1096, you will 
also need to check box #3. For most churches, only #1 will be necessary.
• Complete box #4a with the full legal name of your church/organization. This is the name you used on your form 941 or 1099/1096 last 
filed.
• Complete box #4b with your current EIN.
• If you have changed mailing addresses without notifying the IRS, also complete boxes 5 & 6. Complete line 7 if the business location 
has changed and is different from the mailing address. If not, simply proceed to box #8a.

Administry

March Women’s History Month Resources Available
The United Methodist Church will observe Women’s History Month in March. A wide range of prayers, calls to worship and liturgies that 
can be used in March are available now (http://www.gcsrw.org/Resources/Worshipresources.aspx) through the United Methodist 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women. All the worship elements are Lectionary-based.
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• Name the previous responsible party. This is usually the previous treasurer. By looking at the last filed 941, 1099/1096 W-2/W-3, you 
will find a name who is the current responsible party. Box #9a does ask for that person’s social security number. Do your best to provide 
it. Don’t let obtaining this number hold up filing the form in this initial filing.
• Completely Box #8b and #9b with the new responsible party and his or her social security number.
• Have an authorized person sign and list a phone number for the organization. An authorized person may be the current treasurer, 
church council chair, finance chair or trustee chair. I would not have the signature of the person listed in 8b and 9b.
• Mail this form to Internal Revenue Service Ogden, UT 84201-0023

For questions, feel free to contact David Stotts, 601-354-0515 or david@mississippi-umc.org.

Bibles and United Methodist Hymnals Needed
Photo right: Few Bibles and hymnals are available for those participating in wor-
ship seen here at Seashore Highland in Gulfport. 

The activities director for Seashore Highlands, a Mississippi Annual Conference 
supported facility is  asking for Bibles and United Methodist hymn books for the 
senior residents.

“We have groups from churches come out to sing but we still do not have any 
hymn books for our elders to follow along and sing and we don’t have Bibles for 
them to use at study,” said Kim Clothier. She stands ready to hear from anyone 
who can donate these items. To contact her, call 228-831-7000.

Seashore Highlands is a not-for-profit division of Methodist Senior Services lo-
cated in Gulfport, Mississippi. It has been open as an assisted living facility since 
April of 2013. The original building was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

St. Paul UMC - Tupelo District Hosts  
The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly
St. Paul United Methodist Women opened their doors to local UMW units in the 
Tupelo District for the  2013 Spiritual Growth Study on January 12, 2014 and 
February 9, 2014. Each local unit that attended will be credited four hours of study. 
The study was taught by Kathleen Smith, Tupelo District UMW president. The 
study, The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly, helps persons look at the 
sacramental understanding of baptism and communion and lifting up models of 
individuals who have responded to God’s call through a variety of ministries. There 
were individuals who gave stories of their call. The Rev. Gloria McKinney, pastor 
of St. Paul UMC in Tupelo, led the group in reaffirming their baptism and offered 
communion to the participants that attended. Both baptism and communion ser-
vices were so lively that participants confessed their call and wanted to start on a 
new journey with Christ.

Photo right: Members of Tupelo District’s United Methodist Women took this picture during a study on baptism and communion.

Senatobia District Welcomes Cokesbury Visit 
One day after Valentine’s Day, the Senatobia District teamed with Cokesbury to display 
their love for children by hosting the Senatobia District VBS 2014 showcase. Fifteen 
churches attended and learned about available resources to guide children in vacation 
Bible school. There were demonstrations of the supplies. The district’s youth coordina-
tor was on hand to help leaders prepare to pass on the Methodist legacy of faith and 
love to the children. The showcase was at the Senatobia district office.

Photo right: Kris Dorr, Senatobia District children’s coordinator and Lisa Albert, Cokes-
bury’s community resource consultant discuss resources for vacation Bible school.

Faith Communities
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White Oak UMC Member Honored
Members of White Oak UMC recently learned that one of their own, Kaylyn Norwood (photo right) received 
Congressional Record honors presented by Congressman Bennie Thompson, the U.S. Representative for 
Mississippi’s 2nd congressional district. Norwood was recognized for her achievements and dedication to 
community. To read Thompson’s remarks, go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/
get/file/1102747532396-1666/Norwood+PDF.pdf. Norwood, an accounting major at University of South-
ern Mississippi, sings in the choir at White Oak and is a teacher for children’s church. White Oak UMC is 
located in Crystal Springs, Mississippi.

SoSA Teams With VBS to Feed the Hungry This Summer
Looking for a worthwhile and meaningful mission emphasis for your vacation Bible school this summer?

The Society of St. Andrew has new great options for 2014. Alongside the VBS curriculum, churches can add a daily missions/offering 
component to VBS to strengthen the mission connection. Churches will set a mission offering goal and invite children to contribute to 
the offering daily. For more information, visit http://www.endhunger.org/vbs.htm. 

Wesley Foundations Statewide Retreat
Photo right: Thanks to Wesley Foundations, these college students 
have a safe place for prayer and fellowship when they are not in class. 

The Mississippi Conference youth and families coordinator, Mike How-
ington is calling for prayers after a  successful turnout for the Wesley 
Foundations Statewide retreat that was held February 7-9 in Pulaski, 
Mississippi at Timber Creek Camp. Sixteen Wesley Foundations from 
across the state were in attendance with a total of 266 college students.

“Our prayer is that Statewide will continue to impact students for Christ 
and have them take that fire back to their campuses,” said Howington.

The very powerful weekend was led by the Rev. Will Rambo. Chris Au-
gust and the Zeke Band performed and led worship.  Each year this event continues to impact the lives of college students throughout 
the Mississippi Annual Conference. A special thanks to Allyson Willis for organizing the event.

A Wesley Foundation is a United Methodist campus ministry sponsored in full or in part (depending on the congregation) by the United 
Methodist Church on a non-church owned and operated campus.

Pictures from the Wesley Statewide are on facebook. (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Statewide-Wesley-Mississip-
pi/540730982622334)   

Tupelo District Youth Event Doubles Attendance 
The Tupelo District hosted a spring district rally on Sunday, February 9. There were 
around 240 youth and leaders in attendance. Organizers said the total was double the 
amount they were expecting. The rally was at First United Methodist in Tupelo.  

Photo right: Organizers of this youth rally in the Tupelo District were pleased with the 
high energy vibe of those who attended. 

Camp Lake Stephens Celebrates 140 Confirmands 
Photo right: Dozens of youth participated in worship during Camp Lake Stephens confir-
mation retreat. 

Leadership at Camp Lake Stephens report that their last weekend in January will be a 
memorable one full  of worship, games and learning. The camp hosted their annual con-
firmation retreat January 24-26, 2014.

They experienced a wonderful turnout with a total of 13 churches being represented and 
140 confirmands were in attendance. Each one was given the opportunity to participate in 
five workshops: sacraments, grace, mission, scripture and history. 

Students
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The speaker for the weekend was the Rev. Kristen Schrickel from New Albany First UMC in New Albany, Mississippi. Worship music 
was led by the Rev. Lane Davis from Dunwoody UMC in Dunwoody, Georgia.

Starkville District Rally  
February 24, 2014             

The Starkville District will hold the Starkville District lay rally on Thursday, February 27, 2014. The guest speaker will be Sidney L. 
(Sid) Salter, chief communications officer and director of the office of public affairs at Mississippi State University. Starkville First United 
Methodist Church in Starkville will host this occasion. Make plans to attend program and dinner. Tickets are $15.00 and can be pur-
chased by contacting the district office. The deadline to purchase tickets is noon, Monday, February 24.

The Starkville District office number is 662-323-0198.
 
A Life of Abiding with Christ Prayer Retreat
February 28- March 1 

Hernando United Methodist Church welcomes special guest speaker Rev. Maxie Dunnam (photo right) for “A Night 
of Prayer and Praise.”

The retreat begins Friday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. Prayer workshop options are on Saturday, March 1 from 
9:00 a.m. - noon.

For more information or to register, contact Amy Daniels at amy.daniels@hernandoumc.org or call 662-429-
7026.     

The address for Hernando United Methodist Church is 1890 Mt. Pleasant Road, Hernando, Mississippi 38632. 
 
2014 Camp Lake Stephens Events
April 22-24, 2014 | April 29, 2014

Older Adult Trip to New Orleans
A charter bus will take a group to New Orleans on Tuesday, April 22, 2014. They will be staying at the Hotel Provincial, which is a nice 
boutique hotel in the heart of the French Quarter, through April 24. While in New Orleans, they’ll also eat beignets at the famous Cafe 
du Monde, ride the St. Charles Street Car, visit the World War II Museum, tour the historic Rayne United Methodist Church, tour the city 
of New Orleans, eat good food, visit the historic St. Louis Cathedral (the oldest operating Cathedral in the country) and much more.

Ed Woodall will be leading our worship times. For more information visit www.camplakestephens.com. 

Spring Fling
Save the date, April 29, to hear from Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton the director of communications and connectional ministries for the Mis-
sissippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. She will be speaking that day and providing our entertainment. United 
Methodists may recall Shelton from her days on the Methodist Hour. She is a wonderful singer. As soon as workshops are finalized, 
brochures and registration forms with more details will be available on the Camp Lake Stephens website.  

UMW Arlean Hall Grants Available
United Methodist Women of the Mississippi Conference at their 2013 annual meeting approved a request submitted by the Arlean Hall 
Board of Directors to offer grants to fund special mission projects for women, children and families beginning in 2014. Funding for the 
grants will come from the interest earned each year from insurance proceeds received after Arlean Hall was destroyed by Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005.

The grants will be available to UMW groups and United Methodist churches and agencies who serve women, children and families. The 
grant application can be found on the website, www.Mississippi-umw.org.

The grant program will be overseen by a committee appointed by the Arlean Hall Board of Directors. All guidelines and deadlines are 
printed in the grant application. The number of grants awarded and the amounts awarded will depend on individual applications and the 
interest accrued the year preceding the awards.

The Board’s intention is that the principal funds will remain intact.

Arlean Hall was built with funds provided by United Methodist Women across Mississippi and its operation was dedicated to enhanc-
ing and expanding the ministry of United Methodist Women in the Mississippi Annual Conference to local church, conference, regional 
and ecumenical groups. The board plans to award the grants to qualifying groups who meet the application requirements with projects 
focusing on specific ministries for women, children and families, thus continuing the goals of Arlean Hall.

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Director of Youth Ministry Community Life and Education - Christ United Methodist Church, Jackson
Christ United Methodist Church is looking for a director of youth ministry community life and education to join their youth ministry team. 
As with every job at CUMC, this person must primarily live into our church-wide mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ who Know 
Him...Love Him...Serve Him” and our church-wide vision of “restoring Lives, Families and Community.”

The community life/education minister’s primary responsibility is to connect students into the life and family of Christ United Methodist 
Church. This process involves connecting students to other students, students to adults and students to their community and world.

If interested and would like the full job description, please email resume to jnelson@chirstunitedjxn.org.

• Preschool Sunday School Director - Christ United Methodist Church, Jackson
The director of preschool Sunday School of Christ United Methodist Church is responsible for providing services and ministries for 
preschool-aged children in a safe, loving Christian environment of care and discipleship. This ministry will embrace and support the 
overall mission to make disciples who know Him...Love...Him... Serve Him. This is a part-time position (15 hours per week including 

Employment 

United Methodist Communications On-Line Training
Deadline to Register March 10

The courses below are being offered to the local church and individuals through United Methodist Communications. The training is 
online. People can start each course when it best fits their schedule and move at their own pace. Each course includes six weeks of 
instruction. A facilitator will respond to work and answer questions via forums. A limited number of virtual seats are available and are 
first come, first serve. Seats will no longer be available after the course is full or after March 10. For more information and to register, 
visit the websites listed after each course.

• Communicating Faith in the 21st Century (http://shop.umc.org/product/productinfo/communicating-faith-in-the-21st-century-
online-course-march-2014/2003)
• Connectional Giving (http://shop.umc.org/product/productinfo/turning-connectional-living-into-connectional-giving-online-
course-march-2014/2006)
• Moodle 200: Basic Training (http://shop.umc.org/product/productinfo/moodle-200-advanced-training-online-course-
march-2014/2007)
• Web Ministry 100: What Is Web Ministry? (http://shop.umc.org/product/productinfo/web-ministry-100-what-is-web-ministry-
online-course-march-2014/2009)
• Welcoming Ministry 100 (http://shop.umc.org/product/productinfo/welcoming-ministry-100-online-course-march-2014/2010)

15 Outreach Ideas for Easter
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)  

Easter, the most important day of the Christian calendar, offers an opportunity to tell the most important story ever told. This year, the 
celebration of Christ’s Resurrection is April 20 in the Western calendar. Eric Seiberling of United Methodist Communications offers ideas 
to help churches share the good news. To read his tips, go to http://www.umcom.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx. 

Lenten Resources for 2014
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Lent begins this year with Ash Wednesday, March 5, 2014 and extends until Easter, April 20, 2014. Below are Lenten resources to 
help you through this season of reflection on Christ’s sacrifice and redemptive love.

The Society of St. Andrew, which leads feeding ministries, offers the “Create in Me a Clean Heart” Lenten devotions program for 
churches and individuals. To download their booklet, visit http://www.endhunger.org/PDFs/2014/Lent_2014_ebook.pdf.

Abingdon Press, part of the United Methodist Publishing House, offers a number of choices for devotional and group study during Lent. 
For more details, visit the website listed after each subject.  

•The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus (http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx)
• He Set His Face to Jerusalem (http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx)
• God’s Gift of Life (http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx)
• The Sanctuary for Lent 2014 (http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx) 
• Voices for Good Friday (http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx)
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Sunday) on the children’s ministry team. This person must be able to manage and equip a volunteer team as well as provide leadership 
for ministry to preschool aged children.

For those interested, please send inquiries and resume to Rachel Wise: rwise@christunitedjxn.org or call 601-914-7123.

• Drummer Needed - Water Valley North
Water Valley North Main is in the need of a drummer. This person is needed for only for worship service, from 10:00 a.m. – noon on 
Sunday mornings. Anyone Interested can call Doug Pepper at 662-934-0456.

• Oxford-University United Methodist Church Position: Director of Children and Family Ministries
Accountable To: Associate Pastor and Church Administrator Supervises: Nursery Coordinator, and other staff in the area of Children 
and Family Ministries

General Description: The Director of Children and Family Ministries is responsible for the development and implementation of the 
vision, strategy, and planning for all aspects of the Children and Family Ministries at Oxford-University United Methodist Church (“OU”) 
“letting people know that they matter to God, by showing them they matter to us, so that others will matter to them.” Specifically, the 
Director of Children & Family Ministries is responsible for Nursery – 6th grade children, family ministries/outreaches, volunteer coordi-
nation and childcare programming during church services, activities, and events.

Qualifications: The position requires a person of mature Christian faith with strong, assertive, and proactive leadership skills who is 
self-aware, competent, and able to equip and empower volunteers. This person needs to be highly organized, technologically savvy 
and must have excellent communication/coordinator skills. A bachelor’s degree is required. A degree in education, Christian education, 
or related field is preferred. Minimum of 3 years experience in ministry with children.

Salary: The competitive compensation package for this position is commensurate with experience and training. Applications can be 
sent to rmclellan@ouumc.org. Call the church office for more information, 662-234-5278.

• Director of Children and Family Ministries - Fernandina Beach, FL 

Would you like to work in paradise? Memorial United Methodist Church (http://www.mumconline.com), located on the main street of 
quaint Fernandina Beach, Florida, is looking for a Director of Children and Family Ministries. Nestled on Amelia Island in a historic 
district, this friendly church has experienced tremendous growth in young families over recent years. As the oldest United Methodist 
Church in Florida, their rich history is used as a foundation to build for the future.

The Director of Children and Family Ministries will provide innovative, executive leadership in the development and implementation of 
all aspects of children’s ministry programming, serving children from birth to fifth grade, as well as their families.  
The main responsibilities are: 
• Provide Leadership: Oversee all children’s ministry programming, nursery department, serve as liaison to the preschool board and 
supervise the preschool director.
• Equip families, leaders, and volunteers: The director will recruit, equip, and build teams of children’s ministry leaders and volunteers. 
• Develop relationships: Establish relationships with children’s council, volunteers, parents, and children that lead to a team ministering 
to each child to become a true disciple of Christ.

Qualifications include: 
• A minimum of five to eight years experience in leading a children’s ministry program.  
• A bachelor’s degree with a preference toward a graduate degree in a field related to children’s ministry.  
• A passion for serving children and their families.  
• Ability to serve as a spiritual role model by demonstrating a commitment to Christian spiritual practices and by articulating a personal 
faith journey.  
• Ability to lead a team and be a team member with a positive spirit that supports the mission and core values of Memorial United Meth-
odist Church.  
• Ability to plan, implement, and measure the results of ministry programs and events. 
• Alignment with the beliefs and practices of United Methodist tradition and theology.

For more detailed information and to submit a resume, please contact Teresa Sippel at teresa.sippel@ymarchitects.com.
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Cheesy Corn and Rice Casserole  
4 cups cooked rice
2 cups sour cream
1 cup cottage cheese
2 cups chopped green chilies, drained
1 cup chopped onions
½ stick margarine
1 can yellow kernel corn, drained
2 cups grated cheddar cheese
½ teaspoon salt, or to taste
½ teaspoon pepper, or to taste 

Sauté onion in margarine. Mix all ingredients, leaving out one cup cheese. Top with cheese. Bake 20 minutes at 350 degrees. Yield: 
8-10 servings. May be frozen. Good with beef, pork or Mexican food.

— Donna Hinton, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Methodist Tested Recipes

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg


